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Period for Reply ! 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS. 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the.provisions of i7 CFR 1 . 1 36(a),. In no event, however, may a reply be timely fifed 
after SIX (6) MONTHSIrom the mailing date of. this communication. 
. If NO perioa. for reply Is specified above, the m'axirnum St MO^f^Hg from the mailing'date of this communication. 

" - Falhire to f«ply within the set or e)dended period for reply will, by statute, caiuse the ap (35U.S.Q, § 133). 

Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this conimunicatioh, eUn if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). " > 

\ , f- , * ■ • • : 

Status " 

"* " . * ' J. . ' 

1)EI Responsivfe to'communication(s) filed on 28 August 2006 . 
2a)n This action is FI^AL. 2b)l3 This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since tfiis application Is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed' in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935; CD, 1 1 . 453 O.G. 21 3. 

Disposition of Claims J ; 

4) ^ CldLlm(s) M isifare pending in the applicatio 

4a) Of the above claim(s) Is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim{s) . Is/are allowed. 

6) H Claim (s) 1:9 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s)__ is/are objected to. 

8) D Claim{s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papj^s . ; 

9) □ The speclftqaftlon Is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)E The drawing(s) filed on 28 August 2006 is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 
Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a), 
Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121 (d). 

11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U S.C. § 119 

12)S Acknovyl^gmerit is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119{a)-(d) or (f). 
a)S All b)DSonrie * c)0 None of: 

1 .13 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 
2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. 



3.n Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have l^een received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). ^ 
* See the attached* dietailed Office action for a list of the certified copies- not received. 
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^ DETAILED ACTION ! 
ClamRejecthnS'35US ' 

1. The'^foltowing is a qijotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

The specification shall conclude with one or more claims particularly pointing out and distinctly claiming the 
subject-matter which the applicant regards as his invention. 

jvr; *" ' ■ I. 

2. Claim 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragrajih, as being indefinite for failing 
to particularlx'|foint out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as the 
invention:. ' 

3. Regarding claim 6, "iflat lattice structure and/or at least one perforated plate" (line 2) is 
now clear. Does it me "flat lattice structure and at least one petfbrated plate" or "fiat lattice 
structiore or at least one perforated plate"? 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: i 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
secti<5n 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
Such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

i'*- ^ • . . . 

5. Claims 1, 6, 8 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) ^ being unpatentible over 
Emerling |i ai;"7,050,593 in view of Denda et al. 6,480,614. 

Regarding claims 1 and 9, Emerling et al. '593 discloses a motor vehicle having at least 
one microphone (30) of a passenger cell of the vehicle. 
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Howeve;, Emerling et al. '593 does not show at least one sun visor pivotally fixed to the 
headliiier, Avherpin the microphone is located at a point on the heiadliner at which it is marked by 
the suii viaor in a position swung up against the headliner, and wherein the sun-visor is sound- 
permeable at least in its area masking the microphone. 

Pen4aJ^14 teaches a sound-permeable (32) sun visor (36) pivotal fitted to the headliner 
in Figure 16. , • 

; Regai^g claims 1 and 9, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the 
art at the time the invention was made to make the motor vehicle of Emerling et al. '593 with a 
sound-permeaJ)le sun visor pivotally fitted to the headliner, as taught by Denda '614, in order 

blocH the^stinlight in the driver's eyes. ' . 

• , ,^ ' 

I Regardi|5ig claim 6, Emerlittg *593, as modified, discloses the motor vehicle, the sun visor 
has at leasCone perforated plate in its sound-permeable area. 

, flegard^g claim 8, Emerling '593, as modified, discloses the motor vehicle, the sound- 
permeablf^area is provided \yith a textile covering. ! ' 

6. Claims 2-5 are rejected under 35 U.S.C^ 103(a) as being unpatentable over over Emerling 
et al. 7,050;593 in view of Denda et al. 6,480,614 as applied to claiml above, and further in view 
of UmelMtyiasht2b04/0084936. v . : , 

^ Rfgarding claim 2, Emerling '593, as modified, discloses the motor vehicle but does not 
show the sun visor has a plurality of air ducts in its sound-permeable area. 

Umet)ayashi '936 teaches a sun visor (34) with a plurality of air ducts in Figure 11. 

' ' "v ■ • . 'i 

• 'Iv - ^ . : . • : 
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Regarding claim 2, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the sun visor of the motor vehicle of Emerling et al. 
'593, as modified, with a plurality of air ducts, as taught by Umebayashi '936, in order to 
provide air to the passenger compartment. 

Rejgarld^g claim 3, Emerling '593, as modified, discloses the motor vehicle, in the 

positioft in which the sun vis^or is swung up against the headliherlthe air ducts run basically 

' ' ' - ' ' ' ' ' ' ' 

perpendicular to the headliner. 

kegarding claim 4, Emerling '593, as modified, discloses the motor vehicle, in the 

position in wjhjjph the sun visor is swung up against the headliner the air ducts are oriented 

basically jjafallel to a line connecting the microphone to the head of an occupant. 

: Regarding claim 5, EmerUng '593, as modified, discloses the motor vehicle, the length of 

the air duCts is jgreater than their width dimension. 

7. ClainiT is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Emerling et al. 

7,05Q,j593im view of Denda et al. 6,480,614 as applied to claini 1 above, and further in view of 

••- r" ■ 
Fero et alT^6y959i,956. . . 

Regarding claim 7, Emerling et al. '593, as modified, discloses the motor vehicle but does 
not show «^!it\Agor has an opaque member in its souiid-permeiable member. 

. Fqco '956 discloses a sun visor has an opaque member in- its soimd-permeable member. 

- . Reg^dillig claim 7, it would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at 
the time the invention was made to make the sun visor of the motor vehicle of Emerling et al. 
'593, as ria^pififild, with an opaque membrane, as taught by Fero et al. '956, in order to inhibit 
passage, c^ligjbj^^ . ' 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lori L. Lyjak whose telephonfe number is 571-272-6658. The 
exaniiiiei^can HOhhally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:30am-4:00pm. 

If attempts to reach thei examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Glenn E>ayoan can be reached on 571-272-6659. The fax phone number for the 
orgatniziaiMn ^^rfc this appliciatibn or proceeding is assigned is :^71-273-8300. 

Iii^orm^on regarding the status of an application ma^ be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrifeval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained ifrom either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 

applications is available through Private PAIR Only. For more information about the PAIR 

■ ' • • ' ■ ' ' ' ' 
systein; sfee ht$?//pair-direct,uspto.g6v. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 

system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 

like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 

information ^ysteim, call 80()-786r9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-100o! 



/Lori L. Lyjak/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3612 



